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by marIon callahan
STAff wriTEr

Andrew Smith knows how to file a tax return. He 
knows how to cook a steak, and at 18, he knows 
the cheapest place to buy one.

But he doesn’t know why he was pulled from his 
home and separated from his four brothers at age 9. 
He doesn’t know why the family that fostered him for 
six years gave up on him when he turned 15. And he 
still doesn’t know why he bounced from foster homes 
to group homes, without the comfort of knowing at 
any point just how long each stay would last.

“All four of my younger brothers 
were adopted (when he lost his fos-
ter family) but I was a teen, and no 
one showed me any interest, what-
soever,” said Smith, who asked that 
his real name not be used to protect 
himself and his siblings’ privacy.

At 16, he gave up on the idea of 
finding a permanent family. Two 
years later, he’s learning life skills 
at an independent living facility at 
Christ’s Home, a Warminster orga-
nization that provides residential 

and other services to infants and children to age 21 as 
well as seniors.

Smith’s experience isn’t unique, according to those 
who work with teenagers like him. They say the only 
thing that’s certain for many teens in county care is 
uncertainty — about how long they’ll get to stay in a 
foster home, about where they’ll be sent next, about 
whether anyone will adopt them. 

Children end up in the state’s child welfare system 
for a wide variety of reasons. A growing number of 
children and teens are pulled from homes because of 
parental addiction issues, abuse and neglect, or the 
family’s inability to care for them.

Looking to foster hope
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Andrew Smith, 18, who lives at Christ’s home in warminster, is learning how to live on his own. he was a teen when he lost  
his foster home. By then, his four younger brothers had each been adopted. he hopes to reunite with them some day.

how to help
 ■ Learn more about children and teens who need 

homes: adoptpakids.org.

 ■ See videos of youth seeking families: youtube.com/
user/adoptpakids. 

 ■ Learn more about fostering or adoption: Call the 
Pennsylvania Statewide Adoption and Permanency 
Network at 1-800-585-7926.

 ■ Volunteer to help or mentor a teen: Tabor Children’s 
Services at tabor.org; or Christ’s home at christshome.
org/children-services.

 ■ Support fostered youth in a variety of ways: Bucks for 
Kids at bucksforkids.org.

 ■ Become a foster parent through Montgomery County: 
610-278-5800 or montcopa.org/149/Children-Youth.

 ■ Become a foster parent through Bucks County: 
Contact roxanne watkins hall at 215-348-6997 or email 
rwatkinshall@buckscounty.org.

 ■ Explore volunteer mentoring opportunities: Valley 
Youth house: 610-272-2946 or valleyyouthhouse.org/.

 ■ Volunteer at SuperKiDS, which supports abused, 
neglected and abandoned children in Montgomery: 610-
930-6710 or superkidsofmontco.org.

 “I want to call 
someone ‘Mom’ 
and know it’s going 
to last forever,” 
15-year-old Olivia 
told prospective 
foster and adoptive 
parents at a recent 
conference designed 
to match kids with 
families. Her plea was 
unanswered ---  just 
like last year. 
Find out more  
on page A9.
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state and county agencies hope videos, fliers and matching events will help more teens find homes. 

Teens need 
homes and 
you may be 
able to help.

by alan fram
ASSOCiATED PrESS 

WASHINGTON — Congress will have to 
prove its mettle this fall. It has no choice.

Republicans have little to show for their 
first seven months of controlling the White 
House and Capitol Hill. The Senate sent Justice 
Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court, and Con-
gress passed bills bolstering veterans’ health 
programs and financing the Food and Drug 
Administration. It approved another sanction-
ing Russia for its 2016 election meddling, which 
President Donald Trump resentfully signed 
knowing Congress would lopsidedly override a 
veto.

Lawmakers returning from recess after 
Labor Day will confront a pile of bills they 
must approve. They’ll also face another stack of 
work they’ve promised to tackle and that GOP 
voters elected them to achieve.

rePublIcans are In charGe ...
... But have yet to prove they can deliver 

their promised agenda or accomplish the basics 
of governing.

Congressional leaders recognize this risks 
blowback in next year’s midterm elections. 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., told a dis-
pleased voter in Mukwonago, Wisconsin, last 
week, “We’ve got to get it done.”

September will give Republicans a chance 
to complete their responsibilities with minimal 
fuss. If they deliver a tax cut, GOP thinking 
goes, much will be forgiven.

money
Two must-do items will dominate Congress’ 

September agenda: increasing the government’s 
debt limit to prevent a jarring federal default 
and passing a temporary spending bill to avert a 
government shutdown.

Many Republicans can’t bring themselves 
to back a debt limit boost. But they run the 
government, and it’s their responsibility to 
deliver those votes. Democratic support will 
be required, and some hope they’ll win conces-
sions in exchange.

A stopgap measure will be needed because 
the 12 annual spending bills are behind 

Republicans have fallen short on promises they were elected to fulfill, and 
there’s much work and the unsteady weight of expectations awaiting 
lawmakers when they return in September.
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