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by marIon callahan
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A 
yellow banner across a wall at Bristol 
Junior-Senior High School reads, 
“Our goal: To empower all students 
to succeed in a changing world.”

Glancing at the message, 
Principal Kelli Rosado said “today’s funding 
does make that difficult.”

The 1,250-student Bristol Borough School 
District struggles to offer the most basic 
education. Music and art selections have 
dwindled. Chorus, wood shop and gym classes 
have been cut. The school’s marching band 
remains only in photos on the walls.

This district is among Bucks County’s 
poorest, with 67 percent of students living below 
the federal poverty level and nearly 40 percent 
testing below state proficiency standards. 

Bristol Borough underscores the disparities 
in education funding and achievement 
statewide.

Federal data show Pennsylvania has the 
widest funding gap between wealthy school 
districts and poor school districts in the country. 
State and local per-pupil spending in the poorest 
districts is 33 percent less than in Pennsylvania’s 

wealthiest districts, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics, the primary 
federal entity that collects and analyzes data 
related to education.

Want an example of that gap? From Bristol 
Borough, drive about 20 miles north. The 
economic landscape is starkly different — and 
so are the educational opportunities.

The New Hope-Solebury School District, 
with 1,397 students, ranks as one of the top 
academic performers in the country. Fewer 
than 8 percent of students live below the federal 
poverty level, according to an analysis by Public 
Citizens for Children and Youth, a nonprofit 
child advocacy organization. Fewer than 20 
percent of students scored below proficiency on 
state tests, compared with Bristol Borough’s 40 
percent. 

New Hope-Solebury can afford to offer nearly 
a dozen Advanced Placement classes and has 
the money to put a laptop in nearly every high 
school student’s hands. It spends an average 
of $26,275 per pupil per year, compared with 
Bristol Borough, which averages $16,666 per 
student. 

Morrisville High 
school student 
Patrick Getty said 
he would love to 
see the school get 
a debate class or 
club, but the district 
says it can’t afford 
many extracurricular 
activities.

PhoTos by chloe elmer / PHOTOjOurnALisT
Bristol High school music teacher jason Molden talks to junior Eric Bell, 16, about music he is writing for the piano.
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“Perestroika.”
“Bildungsroman.”
“Illuminati.”
Those were just 

some of the words 
savvy students 
from across Bucks 
and Montgomery 
counties were chal-
lenged to spell in 
the Scripps 2017 
Regional Spelling 
Bee at Pennridge 
Central Middle 
School in Silverdale 
on Saturday.

Fifty-eight students 
from third through eighth 
grade who won spelling 
bees at their home schools 
earned the right to partici-
pate in the bee.

In the end, Chinmay 
Bapat from Methacton 
School District’s Skyview 

Upper Elementary School 
in Eagleville, Montgom-
ery County, emerged 
victorious.

The sixth grader from 
Audubon will now 
travel on an all- 
expenses paid trip 
to Washington, 
D.C., to participate 
in the national 
spelling bee compe-
tition, which is in 
its 90th year.

“I feel really 
proud and want to 

thank my parents and my 
sister for all the help they 
gave me,” said Chinmay, 
noting his family con-
tinually quizzed him on 
words.

Chinmay clinched the 
win by spelling “jactance” 
– a word that means 

Montco student wins 
regional spelling bee

suburbs  
vs. soviets
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the 2017 Scripps 
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Pennridge Central 
Middle School

We invite you to meet
BENJAMIN LAM, D.O., F.A.C.O.S. 

Board Certifi ed Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgeon.

65 E. Butler Ave. • Suite 202, 
New Britain PA 18901www.skinsmartderm.com

Save The Date!
Thursday, March 30thThursday, March 30th

6:00 pm 6:00 pm 

Please Call 
215-348-7335

to RSVP for this event!

For over 20 years, Dr. Lam had been helping men and women to 
achieve superior aesthetic results.  This will be an informative session 
about the latest advances in cosmetic surgical procedures.

•Eyelid Surgery  • Breast Enhancement  • Breast Lift
• Breast Implant Revision  • Tummy Tuck

• Body Contouring after Weight Loss Surgery

All attendees are entitled to a 
free cosmetic surgery 

consultation at a later date.
Don’t miss out on this

FANTASTIC opportunity!
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