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ROCK 
STEADY 
BOXING
Fighting back 
against Parkinson’s 
disease

N E W S  |  A 2

DEMOCRAT 
RACHEL 
REDDICK 
RUNNING 
FOR THE 8TH 
DISTRICT 
SEAT
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TUESDAY

A shower
81° / 60°

MONDAY

Stormy
75° / 66°

TODAY

A few showers
78° / 70°

Sunday, October 8, 2017
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COUNCIL ROCK REVERSAL
District now wants to keep Rolling Hills School open

BUCKS COUNTY

By Marion Callahan
Staff Writer

T he wheelchair only 
made it so far along 
Ocean City’s sandy 
beach, but Odette 

Swan inhaled the salty air, 
fixed her gaze on the ocean 
and stood up, insisting she’d 
walk to get closer.

Guided by granddaughter 
Samantha Jonsson, Swan 
inched her way toward the 
ocean, stopping at one point 
to raise her arms, and as if she 
were conducting a symphony, 
moving them to the rhythm 
of the crashing waves. Then 

the 89-year-old woman – 
who sometimes forgets her 
name, how to get dressed and 
even what country she’s in – 
couldn’t stop recalling her life.

It was as if a window was 
opened and memories were 
flooding in. She talked of her 
childhood, growing up in a 
small coastal town in France 
and how her father was a fish-
erman. She talked of the days 
she spent collecting shells 
to make necklaces to sell to 
tourists. And she recalled 
swimming in the ocean, liken-
ing it to a feeling of flying.

Sparking memories

Odette Swan (center) is helped onto the beach at Ocean City, NJ, by granddaughter Samantha Jonsson (left) and nurse Laura Watson. The trip 
was planned by the Pine Run Retirement Community as a way to help dementia patients rekindle happy memories through the sights, sounds 
and smells of the Jersey Shore. [ART GENTILE / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

Odette Swan smiles as she holds a photograph 
of herself from her youth when she was an 
entertainer.

“She 
remembers 
her 
childhood 
more 
than she 
remembers 
yesterday. 
Here, 
she feels 
connected 
to the 
water, 
people and 
me.”

Samantha 
Jonsson

See MEMORIES,  A8

Staff report

The Bucks County Courier 
Times has won the Newspaper 
of the Year General Excellence 
Award for Division III, the 
Pennsylvania NewsMedia 
Association announced.

The Courier Times shares 
the statewide honor with 
the Tribune-Democrat of 
Johnstown, located in Cambria 

County.
In addition, the Courier 

Times won first-place awards 
in PNA’s News Excellence and 
Community Service categories 
in Division III.

“Winning the General 
E x c e l l e n c e  A w a r d  i n  a 
highly competitive state like 
Pennsylvania is a clear indica-
tor of an outstanding team of 
talented professionals,” Courier 
Times President and Publisher 
Mike Jameson said. “Picking up 
firsts in both News Excellence 
and Community Service is par-
ticularly gratifying.”

Several reporters for the 

Courier Times were also individ-
ual award winners in categories 
that included entries from across 
the state.

Kyle Bagenstose and Jenny 
Wagner earned the G. Richard 
Dew Award for Journalistic 
Service for their work on the 

news organization’s Unwell 
Water series. The award is the 
PNA’s most prestigious honor 
for outstanding journalism.

Jo Ciavaglia’s work on “What 
Price Justice” and “Poor find it 
harder to get free legal help for 
civil cases” won first place in the 

Pennsylvania Bar Association
Media Awards. Her work was
part of the news organization’s 
ongoing Barriers to Betterment
series.

Crissa Shoemaker has won
first place from the Pennsylvania
Institute of Certified Public
Accountants for its Truth in
Finances Award for her student
debt project “Graduating with
debt.”

“Our reporters are committed
and driven by the community ser-
vice part of their job,” Executive
Editor Shane Fitzgerald said.

Courier Times wins general excellence award
“Our newsroom prides itself on producing meaningful 
local news and providing a community service, so the staff  
awards for excellence in these areas are a great source 
of pride for us.”

Executive Editor Shane Fitzgerald

The news organization 
also won fi rst-place 
awards for news 
excellence and 
community service

See AWARD,  A2


