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Democrats in Pennsylvania 
and Washington D.C., moved 
last week to try and recommit 
to the objectives of the 2015 
Paris Climate Accords, which 
call for the significant slashing 
of greenhouse gas emissions 
from countries across the 
globe. But those watching 
the effort say there’s a tough 

slog ahead, in an era of divided 
government in both the state 
and national legislatures.

“It will be a challenge,” pre-
dicted David Hess, a former 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection 
secretary.

On Monday, Democratic 
Gov. Tom Wolf announced 
that the state would join 
the U.S. Climate Alliance, a 
group of 24 governors who 
have committed their states 

to achieving the Paris goal 
of reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 26 per-
cent below 2005 levels by 
2025. The group formed after 
President Donald Trump 
notified the United Nations 
he would withdraw from 
the Paris agreement in 2017, 
although it was not binding 
under any international law.

The group represents states 
with more than half the U.S. 
population. But just three 

governors in the group are 
Republican: Larry Hogan, 
of Maryland, Charlie Baker, 
of Massachusetts, and Phil 
Scott, of Vermont.

According to state sta-
tistics, Pennsylvania alone 
contributes about 1 percent 
of global greenhouse emis-
sions, third most of any state 
behind Texas and California. 
In a statement touting his 

Bucks lawmakers support 
state, federal climate action

The faces of homelessness 
reflect crises we see in every-
day life.

The stay-at-home mother 
who abruptly lost her hus-
band, the source of most of her 

income. The architect who lost 
his job. The young couple who 
lost the support of their family 
before they could gain finan-
cial footing. Young parents 
who suffered from substance 

abuse disorder. Many others 
with mental health issues, 
medical issues or permanent 
disabilities who lack a net-
work of care. Some have jobs. 
Others don't.

Agencies are working to 
catch those in crisis before 
they are left suffering on the 
streets. Yet resources are 
limited and, even when avail-
able, social, emotional and 

economical barriers make it
hard to find a stable place to
call home.

Reporter Marion Callahan
shares their stories | A15

Homeless in the suburbs

Nineteen-year-old Ashley reaches out to her fi ance, Kayla, during an overnight stay at a Code Blue shelter in Doylestown. The couple lived in a tent in Warminster for fi ve months. Now, 
they are living in an emergency shelter, awaiting an apartment through the Bucks County Rapid Rehousing program. [MARION CALLAHAN / STAFF]
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