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Bobbie and Katie, of Doylestown, talk about the challenges facing the homeless in the suburbs. Katie, who works at a local grocery store, is grateful for the occassional shelter and 
warm meal offered in the winter by the Coalition to Shelter and Support the Homeless. [MARION CALLAHAN / STAFF]

tables set up in the gym, while 
others headed straight to a 
kitchen, where volunteers 
dished out steamy plates of 
roasted chicken, vegetables 
and potatoes. One man’s 
hands were still too numb to 
clutch a plate, so he waited 
in the main gym, offering a 
soft smile to the volunteers 
lining the walls with air mat-
tresses and covering them with 
sheets and blankets. Valier was 
there and thanked the work-
ers, praising them for being “a 
lifesaver.”

The homeless that gath-
ered on Code Blue that 
night described the heaviest 
burden — the weight of uncer-
tainty everywhere they go, 
not knowing where to sit and 
sip coffee and where to sleep-
ing without thieves at their 
backs. One man would hop on 
a train nearly every day, seek-
ing refuge from the cold.

Valier said he used to sleep 
in the back alcove at Walmart. 
There for three months, “they 
came over and said, ‘You can’t 
sleep here anymore.’ I said, 
‘You understand it’s 16 degrees 
out?’ They said, ‘Yeah, but you 
can’t sleep here anymore.’” If 
a friend didn’t come help him 
that morning, “I would have 
died of hypothermia.”

Public perception is another 
obstacle the homeless say they 
face.

“I want people to know we 
are not dirty,” said 19-year-old 
Ashley, sitting at a Doylestown 
Code Blue shelter with her 
fiance.

There, volunteers provided 
not just a place to sleep and 
a warm meal, but they also 
helped her and her fiance, 
Kayla, get a copy of documents 
needed for employment.

“I got my real physical birth 
certificate,” said Ashley, who 
said she lost all of her personal 
belongings when living on the 
streets.

F o r  f i v e  m o n t h s ,  t h e 
couple lived out of a tent in 
Warminster. They now are in 
an emergency shelter in Lower 
Bucks and are on the waiting 
list for an apartment through 
the rapid-rehousing program.

“I have a job now and things 
are looking up,” said Kayla, 
who is employed at a fast-food 
restaurant and will be able to 
pitch in for 30 percent of the 
rent. “I still think about the 
people at the Doylestown Code 
Blue who were there when we 
needed them.”

Jim Raynock, a guest at 
Cavalry Baptist Church in 
Bristol one winter night, was 
in the process of what he 
called “de-bugging,” which he 
explained meant living out of 
his car to save on expenses like 
rent, traveling, while work-
ing temporary jobs between 
Florida in the winter and the 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
area in the summer.

He said he was making a 
living as a driver for Uber and 
Lyft when his car got rear-
ended in a parking lot. Then, 
there were medical issues.

He was recently admitted to 
Jefferson Hospital Torresdale, 
where he learned he had heart 
disease and diabetes. With the 
cost of the visit and medica-
tion, he said he doesn’t have 
the money to fix his car, taking 

away his income source. “I’m 
trying to garner the resources 
to get my car fixed and get 
back to work,” said Raynock, 
adding that his expenses would 
be just gas, a gym membership 
for shower facilities and occa-
sional Knights Inn stays to 
watch Eagles games.

The challenges he faces 
exemplify what many homeless 
are up against — lack of docu-
mentation, adequate income 
for housing, family resources 
and stability, advocates said. 

“They can’t solve the prob-
lem; no one seems to have 
anything to offer. There’s more 
compassion for the illegals than 
for the homeless,” Valier said. 
“America’s consciousness 
about homelessness needs to 

be raised considerably.”
Yet he is quick to rattle 

off instances of people who 
stepped in when he needed 
help.

“Some people are angelic,” 
he said. 

Like the time a man who saw 
him at a bus stop near Burger 
King and gave him $40 cash, 
or the instance a few years ago 
when a woman who saw him 
stranded outside a Walmart on 
Christmas Eve and insisted and 
him a ride to a hotel where she 
put him up for two nights. Just 

the other day, a lady stopped 
him from sifting through ciga-
rette butts in front of a Hatboro 
in Wawa and bought him his 
own pack.

“But those things don’t 
happen very often,” he said.

Valier said he tries to repay 
the favors and logs what he 
borrows next to a list of names 
on his Samsung phone. “As 
soon as I get my Social Security 
check, I’ll pay them back.”

Thomas Friestad con-
tributed to this report.
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Bucks County homeless count
On Jan. 29, 2019, 359 people were in emergency shelters , transitional housing or outdoors in Bucks County, a 
9.6-percent decrease from the 397 counted in January 2018.

BREAKING DOWN THE 2019 COUNT

Total Bucks homeless people

270
Emergency shelters or transitional housing

68
Seasonal 
Code Blue 
shelters

21
Outdoors or 
other places not 
meant for human 
habitation

Source: Bucks County Department of Housing and Human Services

People
in families

People at risk of becoming homeless or who are homeless can call 
Housing Link: 1-800-810-4434
The Bucks County Opportunity Council is looking for landlord and 
property owners with available housing. Call: 215-345-8175, Ext. 218.

Richard Valier, 70, displays his bus card while taking a break at 
Burger King in Upper Moreland. He stops there most mornings during 
his day. Valier has been living homeless on the streets, sleeping in a 
tent or shelter, for more than fi ve years. [MARION CALLAHAN / STAFF]

Richard Valier, 70, waits in line for a sandwich at the Subway in Walmart in Warminster, a typical stop 
during his day. Valier has been living on the streets, sleeping in a tent or shelter, for more than fi ve years. 
His main source of income is Social Security, which he says is enough to pay for a few nights in a motel and 
meals until the next check comes. [MARION CALLAHAN / STAFF]


